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APPENDIX IV 
BUILDINGS OF TOWNSCAPE MERIT 

 
CHARACTER AREA 1 
All properties are listed 
 
CHARACTER AREA 2 

 
Address of Building Image 1 Image 2 Comment 

Somerleaze, Abbey Junior 
School, Christchurch Road 

 

  

This house was built for William 
Silver Darter, twice Mayor of Reading 

1850 - 51 and 1851 – 1852. His 
‘Reminiscences of an Octagenarian’ 
are an important contribution to the 
social and political history of Reading 

in the first half of the nineteenth 
century. The architect is thought to 
have been Alfred Waterhouse. The 

school has added extensions in 
recent years. 

(John Missenden/Dennis Wood) 
Cintra Lodge gatehouse, 34 

Christchurch Road 

 

 The gatehouse is all that remains of 
Cintra Lodge. The house was built in the 
early 1850s and later acquired by Martin 

Hope Sutton of Suttons Seeds in 1857. 
The estate was sold on his death in 1903 
and was in educational and government 

use for most of the subsequent years 
until its demolition in the 1950s. 
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Address of Building Image 1 Image 2 Comment 
(Dennis Wood) 

41 Christchurch Road, Mullingar 

 
 

This picturesque house in Arts & 
Crafts style was built for Francis 

Poulton. William Poulton lived there 
in later life with his son. 

(John Missenden/Dennis Wood) 

39 Christchurch Road, Hillingdon 

 

 Hillingdon, including the coach 
house/stables now Sure Hotel by 

Best Western. This large and 
flamboyant example of Reading brick 
was built for local brickmaker William 
Poulton. He lived here while serving 

as Reading Mayor 1899-1900. 
(John Missenden) 

35-37 Christchurch Road 

  

This pair of properties on the corner of 
Christchurch Road and Kendrick Road 

were built for William Poulton at the end 
of the nineteenth century. 

(John Missenden) 
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Address of Building Image 1 Image 2 Comment 
117-119 Kendrick Road 

 

 These semi-detached properties date 
from the late nineteenth century and 
have been significantly extended to 

provide hotel accommodation. 
(John Missenden) 

 
 
CHARACTER AREA 3 

 
Address of Building Image 1 Image 2  Comment 

Wellington Arms 

 

 The present building dates from 1897 
and was designed by local architect W 
Ravenscroft. It was for many years a 

Simonds public house. The pub closed in 
the 2010s and was sympathetically 

converted to apartments with a retail 
unit (Greggs) below. 
(Dennis Wood) 
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Hindu Temple (previously 
Whitley Methodist Hall) 

 

 

Whitley Methodist Hall was designed in 
Edwardian Baroque style by Cooper and 

Howell, a partnership between J O 
Cooper and W R Howell that practised 

between 1891 and 1905. The interior of 
the building retains the first floor 

gallery. 
(Evelyn Williams) 

65-71 Whitley Street, Conduit 
Crescent 

 

 These two pairs of semi-detached 
houses are some of the oldest in the 

area and date from at least the 1830s. 
Just above the fascia board is a ghost 
sign ‘Conduit Crescent’ which was the 
name given to this part of the street 

and the corner to the south which was 
developed much later. 

(Evelyn Williams) 
73-81 Whitley Street 

(continuation of Conduit 
Crescent) 

 

 

These properties were built on part of 
Conduit Crescent in the 1890s.  Local 

architect Joseph Morris may have 
designed them as they were built by the 
People’s Investment Company, of which 

he was Chairman. 
(Evelyn Williams) 
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Whitley Pump 

 
 

This three-quarters replica of the 1860s 
pump and drinking trough at the junction 
of Whitley Street and Christchurch Road 

was unveiled by Councillor Trish Thomas in 
May 1999. There is a kerbside plaque on 

the east side of Whitley Street 
commemorating the unveiling. 

(Evelyn Williams) 

 
 
CHARACTER AREA 4 

 
Address of Building Image 1 Image 2  Comment 

Brighton Terrace 

 

 

Built in 1883, this three storey terrace in 
polychrome brickwork with a tile string 
course was owned by Samuel Gostage 

at the end of the ninteenth century but 
the architect is unknown. 

(Dennis Wood/Evelyn Williams) 
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St Leonards Terrace 

 

 Built in 1888, this three storey terrace is 
covered by an Article 4 direction to 

protect its polychrome brickwork.  The 
architect is unknown. 
(John Missenden) 

Weymouth Terrace 

 

 Compared with the other two seaside 
locations on the west side of Whitley 

Street/ Basingstoke Road, Weymouth is 
smaller in scale but has the best 

preserved paths and railings of all three. 
A plaque has the date ‘1892’ and initials 
‘P’ and ‘D’. The architect is unknown but 

the ’relieving arch’ pattern is 
reminiscent of that at 75-81 Whitley 

Street. 
(Dennis Wood) 

Peacock Cottage and 20-22 
Basingstoke Road 

 

 These three cottages with a range of 
buildings behind Peacock Cottage built 

c1887 are less grand than the three 
terraces and sit immediately opposite 

the junction with Christchurch Gardens. 
(Dennis Wood) 
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CHARACTER AREA 5 
 

Address of Building Image 1  Image 2  Comment 

2 Christchurch Road 

  

This property together with nos 4-14 
was built around the same time as 

those on Glebe Road and Christchurch 
Gardens. No 2 is a detached property, 
for many years operating as a doctors 

surgery 
(Evelyn Williams) 

4-14 Christchurch Road 

  

These properties were built around 
the same time as those on Glebe Road 

and Christchurch Gardens. Semi-
detached houses with patterned grey 

and red brickwork. 
(John Missenden) 

 

Christchurch Gardens (north) 

 

 Victorian and Edwardian Villas along 
Christchurch Gardens. This plot of land 

was developed at the end of the 
nineteenth century at the same time as 2-

14 Christchurch Road. The houses are 
substantial semi-detached and detached 
properties with patterned red, grey and 

cream brickwork.  
(Evelyn Williams) 
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Address of Building Image 1  Image 2  Comment 

Glebe Road (west) 

  

Victorian and Edwardian Villas along 
Glebe Road. This plot of land was 

developed at the end of the nineteenth 
century at the same time as 2-14 

Christchurch Road. The houses are 
substantial semi-detached and detached 

properties with patterned grey and 
cream brickwork. 

(John Missenden/Evelyn Williams) 
1 Glebe Road, Whitley Glebe 

 

 

Architect Montagu Wheeler designed this 
house for himself and lived there from 

1900-1916. 
(John Missenden/Dennis Wood) 

12 Christchurch Gardens 
(Upper Cross/ Burge House/ 

Abbey Gardens (Abbey 
Juniors)). 

 

 The architect of this house was Joseph 
Morris. Most recently it has been part 
of Abbey Junior School and previously 

lodgings for the Crown Court judge 
when visiting Reading. 

(Dennis Wood) 
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CHARACTER AREA 6 
 

Address of Building Image 1 Image 2  Comment 

26 Cintra Avenue 

 

 This corner house, dating from 1923 is a 
striking building having key views from 

Cintra Park. It was the home of Professor 
H Hopkins, the inventor of the Endoscope, 
after whom Hopkins Ward is named in the 

Royal Berkshire Hospital. 
(Google earth) 

 
CHARACTER AREA 7 

 
Address of Building Image 1 Image 2  Comment 

114 Kendrick Road 

 

 This property was the first locally listed 
building in Reading on 27 February 

2013. 
(Evelyn Williams) 

 
 


